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McDonald Presbyterian Church                    June 2017 

McPresby News 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  JUNE 19-23 (9:30am to 12:30pm) 

Created by God, Built for a Purpose 

Imagine a world where curious kids become hands-on inventors who discover they are 
lovingly crafted by God. This year’s VBS promises to be a fun adventure for the children as 
they learn that God created them the way they are and for a purpose too! Each day will 
spark imagination with faith. We’ll have games and songs, snacks and a FunShop, and Bible 
Discovery and Imagination Stations. Don’t miss all the excitement!  

Register NOW on our website or by using the registration form found on page 6.  
Children aged 5 through 4th grade are eligible to register. Registration is free, and if you 
register by June 4, you will get a free gift! Those who are in the 5th through 12th grades 
can volunteer as crew leaders, assistant crew leaders or in other ways, and can earn 
community service hours.   

There are also plenty of volunteer opportunities for adults - you can help build the set on 
June 5 and June 12 (meet at Trinity at 6:00pm) and you can help during the week of VBS 
(contact Karin Muñoz if interested).  Plus, we are still in need of donated items. Please 
visit the VBS robot in Calvary Parlor, and pull a donation item or two out of his bucket. 
Hurry! The Maker Fun Factory needs you! 

Our 99 Days of Faith campaign is now underway. To recap, 
here is what you need to do:  1) Sign up for one of the 99 Days 
small groups. Over 75 people are currently participating in a 99 
days of faith group.  To signup see the list of group leaders 
posted on the bulletin board in the parlor. 2) Order your T-
shirt.  3) Meet for fellowship/devotion time with your group 
twice over the next couple of months. Your group leader(s) 
should be coordinating this. 4) Find ways to get involved in an 
MPC community project, such as VBS or the service week in 
July.  This can be done with your small group, or individually if 
that best suits your schedule.     5) Pray to discern how you can 
fulfill God’s will during these 99 Days of Faith.     
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Dear McDonald Presbyterian Church Family,  

Last weekend we were hosts to three individuals who represented our ECO Denomination. John Terech and Nate 
Dreesman are both full time staff at the highest level of our organization. Paul Borden has been hired by our denomina-
tion to help us make our vision for ECO a reality. The vision for ECO has always been to be a movement based in the 
local church. The move from our past denomination into this new reality was never intended to be simply a label change 
to a denomination with better theology. This change was intended to spur us on towards greater mission and outreach. 
The good news is that it has worked.  

Our church has been intentional about reaching out and doing major initiatives that we have never done before. God has 
blessed us and we have seen the fruit that has come from the risks that we have taken. This consultation team is staking 
their reputations on these prescriptions and believe fully that this proposal represents the preferred future for our con-
gregation. As members of the ECO we should not be content with a church that is wonderful for only the few people 
who make their way into it. Our goal should be to do whatever is necessary to welcome as many families as possible into 
the life of our congregation so that they also may enjoy the wonderful blessing of an authentic relationship with Jesus 
Christ in the context of a loving church family.  

Let me first acknowledge that these concerns and prescriptions are difficult to hear. In so many ways we are blessed to be 
a part of a truly wonderful and loving congregation. We have wonderful people who love the Lord and take the message 
of salvation very seriously. We have dedicated our lives to worshiping God, serving others, and participating in the life of 
the church. We invest time and resources into our local congregation and have seen the benefits of working together. 
We have also been privileged to welcome many of you as new Covenant Partners into this family. We are in this together 
and we will sort out this challenge as a family doing everything we can to process what has been said and proposed.  

I have heard from many people who are very excited about the new changes. A significant number of members have been 
hoping for something greater to emerge from our congregation and this challenge is recognized by them as the right an-
swer for what is missing among us. For many others there are questions and concerns. The prescriptions are designed to 
usher in a transformation of how we do what we do. Because of this, there is some part of these proposals that hits every 
one of us in a very personal way. The proposals are not meant to clear out everything that we are currently doing. They 
are meant to help us do what we are doing in such a way that there is room for visitors to serve and learn among us.  

I have always rejoiced that God is gracious with us and does not reveal all of our sins to us at one time because, if he did, 
we would be crushed under the weight of them. Instead he reveals a little bit of his will to us at a time and he has chosen 
this time to reveal a big problem to us. That big problem is that we are very uncomfortable inviting people to the faith. 
We are not well equipped as individuals or as a congregation to lead new people to belief in Jesus. While we are not 
ashamed of our faith, we are not effective at communicating that faith to others and providing them with the resources 
they need to become devoted followers of God. This failure begins with me as the pastor of this congregation. We have 
accomplished many things in the past nine years but turning the corner on evangelism has not been one of them. Our 
community needs us to do better. We all know how many people in our communities do not have a personal relationship 
with Jesus and who suffer in many ways. We have the ability to bring the love of God to more people and to watch God 
do amazing things in our midst.  

As I consider the prescriptions and the role of the congregation at this time, I believe that it can be summed up like this: 

Do you release the Session to do whatever is necessary to help us make more disciples of the Lord Je-

sus? That is a big question and it is ultimately a faith question. Do we trust the leaders that God has put in place over us 

including our denominational leaders? Can we be patient and faithful through some growing pains? As a congregation we 

are a team that our Lord has assembled to do amazing things together. Teams always have a coach, without one they 

never reach their full potential. We will not reach our full potential unless we allow some ideas from the outside to shape 

our ministry. The Session does believe that these prescriptions contain the action points that we need to make more dis-

ciples of Jesus. The Session can also promise you that they will never act on one of these prescriptions unless they believe 

it to be God's will for us at the time. In short they need your support to make the bold moves that are needed to become 

a church that actually reaches lost people. We know that we can do it together.  
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Every once in a while we have the opportunity to take a big risk that has a giant potential reward. This is such a time. As 
a congregation we have heard a challenge that has changed us. We have heard concerns that we did not know existed. 
We have also read recommendations that challenge the way our church has always been structured. Our system, while 
difficult to maintain and challenging to navigate, is what we know and we have leveraged it to its maximum potential. It 
also sometimes gives us the illusion of control when in reality we have very little ability to shape the way things unfold. 
Please let this be clear, everyone is needed in our congregational family. No one will be left out, everyone's gifts are 
valuable and while titles and responsibilities may shift, the work of loving people will still need to be accomplished. It 
will be a wonderful thing to be empowered and released through various teams to make others feel welcome in the pres-
ence of Jesus and connected with others like them.  

This system is the type of system that a pastor comes out of seminary hoping to find in the local church. Sarah and I have 
ached over the past nine years for our church family to be more like this. It is not impossible or crazy, it is a healthy way 
to follow Jesus and it bears fruit for those who are willing to participate in it. Secondly this proposal is not fundamentally 
about gathering more people to be members of our church. We believe that our common efforts will result in more at-
tendees and Covenant Partners, but there is a spiritual principle at work here. I have always believed that God in his 
wonderful providence sends the number of new believers to a congregation that they are prepared to nurture and love 
well. We have witnessed an increasing number of visitors and new members because our church has become healthier 
and stronger. In essence, all that we are doing through this program is to seek an increase in our availability.  

We will put guests and unbelievers ahead of ourselves. We will all be ready to surrender our favorite pew to the new 
family who is trying hard to find their way in a new congregation. We will look for ways and sacrifice our own prefer-
ences so that others might have their first real encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ. And when that happens, there will 
be rejoicing in Heaven and on Earth, and Jesus will bless us with the opportunity to add names to his Book of Life so that 
none should perish whom the Lord our God would call to himself.  

Our goal is to be used by God and to take his Word seriously. This initiative will not happen unless our Covenant Part-
ners accept the challenge and commit to financing and volunteering for the various ministry projects that we will under-
take. No one is expected to serve beyond their means. The Lord is fully aware of what he has provided to each of us and 
he only expects us to give and serve in accordance with our ability. The request is this: Please pray diligently for our 
church in the next several weeks and ask God to speak clearly regarding our responsibility to reach the lost in 
our community as outlined in these prescriptions.  

We will be hosting a Consultation Follow-up Gathering with Paul Borden on Tuesday Evening, June 6 from 6:00 - 8:00pm in Trinity 
Fellowship Hall. After a time of training from Paul and a brief presentation from the Session, we will have an hour for 
questions and answers. We will conclude the evening with ice cream sundaes. Child care will be provided.  

On Sunday June 11, the congregation will be asked to complete a survey regarding support for the prescriptions as they have been shared 
with us. At this time each person in attendance will have an opportunity to voice support or concern for the implementa-
tion of the prescriptions as they have been shared with us. Session will take very seriously the voice of the congregation as 
they further deliberate and ultimately vote on the final decision of accepting and acting on the prescriptions as presented.  

On the sermon page of our website, audio and video of our Sunday morning presentation and various segments from the 
Saturday training are available and highly recommended for a greater understanding of the rationale behind the prescrip-
tions.  

All of you are commended for your love of Jesus Christ and for 
your passion to serve him well!  

 

   Peace in Christ,  

   Rev. Justin Amsler 
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MINISTRY UPDATES 

 ITEM OF THE MONTH:   flip flops - boys & girls - any size & 4-ply yarn (see below) 
 
GOAL: 550 Shoeboxes ~ Current donation update below ~ Any donation at any time is appreciated! 
 
 Bars of soap - 358 Washcloths - 479  Toothbrushes - 131  

Pencils - 2652 (331 boxes) Small stuffed animals - 176 Pairs of flip flops - 91 

Ida Galicic has crocheted 120 hats already! Thank you to everyone who continues to supply her with 4-ply yarn
- solid pastels or bright colors would be appreciated. 

 
Any questions, please feel free to contact Michelle Unruh (412-221-4143) 

 

 
 

Children’s Sunday is June 4. Students should come to Calvary at 9:30am that 
morning to prepare for their big day in the service. Parents, please be sure to 
attend the service on this special day to see the amazing children from MPC 
shine. 

This summer in Children’s Church, the kids will learn how to serve others and 
what it means to be a missionary. We always need good volunteers to show these kids what it means to serve Jesus. 
Contact Karin Muñoz (724-307-3369 or Karin@mcdonaldpres.org) with questions or to sign up. 

Children’s Sunday School will end on June 4 and resume on Rally Day, September 10. Early registration for Children’s 
Sunday School helps us ensure adequate Sunday School supplies for each child. It also helps us to coordinate special 
Sunday School events, such as our monthly birthday celebration. Stay tuned for future announcements regarding regis-
tration for the 2017-2018 Sunday School year. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 

June 4 Sunday School meets in Calvary at 9:30am for Children’s Sunday 
June 4 Children’s Sunday during Worship 
June 4 Last day to sign up for VBS and receive a free gift 
June 19 First day of VBS: Maker Fun Factory 

BIBLE CLUB SUMMER PICNIC/WORSHIP AT THE MAXWELL’S -  Please join us for a fun-filled evening at 
the Maxwell’s home on June 14 from 5-8pm. Bring your bathing suits, towels and a snack/dessert of your choice. 
Please RSVP to Jamie Slack. An email reminder will follow in the next couple of weeks.  

KENNYWOOD -  IMPORTANT!  The date for Kennywood has been changed to June 16. Be on the lookout for an 
email and other announcements with more details. 

SUMMER SESSIONS - There will be four Bible Club sessions this summer in Trinity Center Parlor - JUNE 13 VBS 
work day, JUNE 27, JULY 11, & AUGUST 8. We will gather at 10:00am and conclude with Subway lunch 
together. We will be studying how Moses led his people through the wilderness after the exodus from Egypt. Bring 
your Bibles and be ready to gain a deeper understanding of God. Students going into grade 6 through their senior year 
summer are welcome to attend. 

 BIBLE CLUB 412 SCHEDULE 
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SUMMER SERVICE WEEK JULY 25-29 
If you have not yet completed your Volunteer Form, now’s the time! The 
deadline for applications and payments is JUNE 15. Plans need to be made for 
developing teams and purchasing the supplies needed for the home and yard 
repair projects, as well as food needed for the work crews. If you need more 
information or an application, or if you have any questions about any aspect of 
this Summer Service Week, please contact Tom Maxwell. 

Fort Cherry Baccalaureate Service 
Thursday, June 1, 7pm 

Fort Cherry High School Auditorium 

You are invited to attend the Baccalaureate for the graduating seniors of Fort Cherry. This service 
is carried out by the students. It is a very special opportunity to encourage them, as they are com-
missioned out into their future by people who love them. Even if you have no direct connection to 
a Fort Cherry Senior, please come and support this step in their walk of faith, leaning on the power 
of our Savior as they venture forth. The guest speaker will be Timotheus Pope, Director of 
CitiKidz, Summer’s Best Two Weeks. 

Don’t forget about the awesome opportunity to have your kids spend a week at 
Pine Springs learning about God’s word with other kids. Pastor Justin and many 
MPC kids will be attending July 16-21. There is still time to register your child 
for Pine Springs Camp and receive partial scholarship. There are Pine Springs 
Camp brochures in Children’s Church or you can visit their website at 
www.PineSprings.org.  Be sure to register online with your down payment paid 
and submit your receipt to Karin@mcdonaldpres.org.  

 PINE SPRINGS CAMP WEEK JULY 16-21 

MCSUMMERFEST PARADE FLOAT - JULY 1 
 

For the past two years, we have decorated a float (truck and trailer) with our VBS 
theme and several volunteers - kids and adults - have accompanied it along the 
parade route. Let’s do it again! To get started, we are looking for someone to offer 
the use of a truck and small trailer for that day. Anyone interested in riding on/
walking with the float is welcome! The Mission and Evangelism Committee of 
Session thanks you for your interest.  Please see Michelle Unruh, George Russi or 
Peggy Moore to volunteer. 

AIR CONDITIONING PROJECT UPDATE 

Our Air Conditioning Project for Calvary Center Sanctuary continues to move closer to reality.  The Exploratory 
Committee is working to finalize bids and make an ultimate determination on who will complete the work.  It was 
congregational support and the existence of a very good cost estimate that made the difference in bringing this pro-
ject to reality.  While the decision has been made to move forward on this we are still in need of additional 
pledges.  Any and all contributions that are made for this project will put us in a much better position to accomplish 
other improvements that will be needed in the future.  Please make sure that contributions are clearly labeled and 
are given in a separate envelope from other donations.  Special envelopes will be sent out to those who have 
pledged.  Thank you for your support! 
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ALL MPC PIRATES GAME 
 
We will once again host a Buccos Game to benefit our Bible Club 412. We have 60 tickets 
for the Friday, August 18 game, when the Pirates take on the St. Louis Cardinals.  It’s also 
a Zambelli Fireworks night! The suggested donation for this game is $10 per adult and $5 
per child.  

A signup sheet is in Calvary Parlor.  As always, a big Thank You to our  corporate Sponsor, SPSI, and Mark Slack for 
coordinating this event. 

ATTENTION ALL MPC CRAFTERS! 

McFall Fest will be here before you know it!   
October 14 is just around the corner, so get your crafting on! We will gratefully 

accept your donations for our craft table. There’s a lot of talent out there, so please 
    start doing what you do so well.  Thank you!     

SPSI is sponsoring a Charity Golf Classic with all proceeds benefitting New Hope City Center. The outing will be 
held on Friday, September 8, 2017, at Indian Run Golf Course in Avella. 

As we all know, New Hope City Center is a light for the city of Washington and its surrounding communities. 
They are in the process of securing the capital necessary to purchase the space where their ministry is located. The 
SPSI Charity Golf Classic is the first step towards raising the funds necessary to provide an adequate down payment 
on this investment. 

Brochures are in Calvary Parlor providing details of the mission and the golf outing. They are looking for individual 
golfers as well as foursomes to register for the outing. Pricing includes dinner following golf. Individual Golfer 
Package costs $80 and Foursome Golfer Package costs $320. 

If you don’t golf, don’t worry.  There are ways you can help, too. Donation forms can also be found in Calvary 
Parlor suggesting ways in which you can help make this outing a success.  You can provide Chinese/Silent Auction 
items or full baskets, and cash donations are always welcome. 

SPSI and New Hope City Center are seeking your support to make this God-driven vision a reality in the heart of 
Washington. 
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VBS PARTICIPATION APPLICATION 
 

Register by June 4, 2017 to received a FREE  VBS gift! 

 

CHILD’S NAME: ______________________________________ 

CHILD’S GENDER: M F  

CHILD’S AGE: _________________________ 

DATE OF BIRTH: _______/_______/_______  

LAST SCHOOL GRADE COMPLETED: _____________________ 

NAME OF PARENT(S):__________________________________________________________________ 

STREET ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: _______________________________________________  STATE: __________  ZIP: __________ 

HOME PHONE: _________________________          

PARENT/CAREGIVER’S CELL PHONE: _________________________ 

HOME EMAIL ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________ 

HOME CHURCH: _____________________________________________________________________ 

CHILD(REN) YOU WOULD LIKE YOUR CHILD WITH: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ALLERGIES OR OTHER MEDICAL CONDITIONS: 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, CONTACT: ____________________________________________________ 

PHONE: _________________________  

RELATIONSHIP TO CHILD: _____________________________________________________________ 

 

YES or NO:  Would you like to pre-purchase a Maker Fun Factory Music CD for $7  
(made payable to McDonald Presbyterian Church) 
 

 

Crew Number (office use): _________________________  



Date Lay Leader Greeters Hospitality 
Children’s 

Church 
Nursery 
Helper 

Young   

Disciples 

June 4 N/A Janet Slack Katie McDowell N/A 
Volunteer 
Needed 

N/A 

June 11 Brian Kocian 
Mike & Marcia 

Jewell 
Peggy Samarin 

Volunteer 
Needed 

Volunteer 
Needed 

Amsler 

June 18 Molly Maxwell 
Nancy & Andy 

Diamond 
Jamie Slack 

Volunteer 
Needed 

Kirsten Mu-
ñoz 

Dana Martin 

June 25 Shirley Esposito 
Volunteer 
Needed 

Tina Kocian 
Volunteer 
Needed 

Volunteer 
Needed 

Karin Muñoz & 
Michelle Unruh 
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Communion Servers for June 11:  

Justin Amsler, Ted Bair, Molly Maxwell, Ed Nalesnick 

Mrs. Sylvia Cimarrolli 
Miss Julie Hanczar   

Ms. Debby Penberthy          
Mr. Chuck Smith, Sr. 

Margaret Augustine, Humbert Lane Personal Care Home 
Larry Doak, H John Heinz III Progressive Center 

Mary Ann Johnen, Presbyterian Senior Care 
Rosemarie Rocher, Country Meadows of South Hills 
Dorothy Roths, Golden Living Center of South Hills 

Connie Walker, Helen Purcell Home 
John Walker, Paulin Personal Care Home 

JUNE VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 
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WEEKLY EVENTS 

SUNDAYS (June 4 only) 9:30am Sunday School 
    10:45am Worship 

SUNDAYS (Summer)  10am Worship 
    10:45 Children’s Church 

WEDNESDAYS  MYM (June 4 only) 

THURSDAYS   Choir (June 1) 

FRIDAYS   AA Trinity Center 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

June 5   6:30 Finance Meeting 

June 12 6:30pm Session Meeting 
  Newsletter Deadline 

June 14 10am Office Staff Meeting 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

June 1   FC Baccalaureate Service 7pm 

June 4  Pentecost & Children’s Sunday 

June 6  Consultation Follow Up Gathering      
  6-8pm—Trinity Fellowship Hall 

June 11 10am Summer Worship,  
  Communion & Service Fair 
 

June 14 Bible Club Picnic @ Maxwells 

June 18 Father’s Day & VBS Kickoff – 
  (Trinity Center) 

June 25 VBS Celebration  

 

 

 

 

Lynn & Jim Brockman 6/2 
Melissa & Dave Mohon 6/6 
Diane & Bob Shepherd 6/6 
Alice & Ron Todorowski 6/6 
Donna & Bob Klimas 6/11 
Peggy & Dean Moore 6/11 
Rhonda & Randy Lauff 6/12 
Kris & Dave Hanczar 6/13 
Charlene Potts  6/13 
Kari & Ted Bair  6/14 
Deborah & Cliff Elicker 6/14 
Marcia & Mike Jewell 6/18 
Lisa Carter   6/19 
Jennifer & Robert Guidice 6/21 
Kathy & Richard McVicker 6/22  
Teri & Gerry Runtas  6/23 
Kathy & Ray Morgan 6/26 

A good father is one of the most 
unsung, unpraised, unnoticed, and 

yet one of the most valuable      
assets in our society. - Billy Graham 

 

  
 Joann Gibbs  6/1 
 Alyssa McElhaney 6/2 
 Abigayle Goodwin 6/3 
 Cory Crawford  6/7 
 Ashley Godfrey  6/7 
 Dave Mohon  6/10 
 Selah Amsler  6/12 
 Alex Nemec  6/17 
 Della Endy  6/19 
 Julie Petito  6/19 
 Marlene Thomas 6/21 
 Sandra McCloud 6/23 
 Anthony Marin  6/25 
 Martin Ryan  6/27 
 Rex Keslar  6/30 
 Jack Penderville  6/30 
 Summer Steele  6/30 
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NEWSLETTER 

Operations Officer ~ Tom Maxwell 

Bookkeeper ~ Connie Buydasz 

bookkeeper@mcdonaldpres.org 

Director of Children’s Ministries ~ 

Karin Muñoz 

karin@mcdonaldpres.org 

Choir Director ~ Syndria Lowe 

Assistant Choir Director ~ 
Heidi Adomshick 

Organist ~ Donna Klimas 

MYM Ministry Leaders ~  

Jim McDowell / Denae Lawrence 

Custodial Staff ~ 

Pat Powell ~ Supervisor 

Paul Winters 

Newsletter Editor ~ Patty Doane 

SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST 

JUNE 

 June 4  Children’s Day / Pentecost 

 June 6  Consultation Follow Up  
   Gathering 

 June 11  Communion  

   10:00am Summer Worship 
   Starts 

 June 18  VBS Kick-off - Trinity 
   Center 10:00am 

 June 19-23 VBS Week 

 June 25  VBS Celebration 

  

JULY 

  July 1  McSummerFest Parade 

  July 16-21 Pine Springs Camp Week 

  July 25-29 Service Week 

Pastor ~ Rev. Justin Amsler 

justin@mcdonaldpres.org 

(724) 699-0157 

Church Secretary ~ Karen Richard 

karen@mcdonaldpres.org 

Office Hours 
Monday ~ Thursday 

8:00 a.m. ~ 2:00 p.m. 


